Newark Community Art Club with Elaine Winter
Autumn Term 2020 Session 5:

Changing the Mood of a Drawing
Materials needed:
Pencil, rubber, sharpener
White paper to draw on (any size you like to work on and whatever you have at
hand)
Something to draw that is conventionally considered to have an uplifting effect on
those that view it. Try looking for pictures of (or if you can access them the real
thing) subjects like fresh flowers. The point of the image you choose is that it will be
something normally considered beautiful that will induce a happy feeling in the
viewer.
Introduction: It is autumn, it is the time of year when the colours of summer are
waning and the changing cooler and lower light makes everything look different.
In this exercise you are going to focus on changing the mood of an image by
changing the palette/making it monochrome/using different mark making and
shading techniques. Changing the mood of an image is a great skill to have as it
helps you the artist to communicate emotion with the viewer.
Activity 1: Find an image to work from. The example here is a colourful flower print
on a tote bag. Take a while to study it and think about what you are going to do to
change the mood of it when you draw it. The image of the flower here is made up of
warm and bright reds and pinks with creams, which give a warm and cheerful mood
to the image. Ask yourself, what would it look like if it were shaded just in greys?
What if it was shaded with cool or drab colours? What kinds of mark making would
make it more of a sad or bleak image?
Activity 2: Choose the scale you would like to work to and draw the image you are
going to change the mood of and do a strong contour drawing of it.
Activity 3: Now decided how you are going to make this into a different mood piece.
You could, as in this example do a monochromatic shading exercise to being with.
By replacing the colour with greys, notice how takes on a different feeling already.

Activity 4: When you have completed your change of colour scheme or done the
monochromatic shading, take stock of where your image is at and make a decision
about whether you want to change the mood further. So, in the example here,
would the addition of a dark spiky thorny branch enhance the darker mood? Or
could you make some of the petals look like they have withered and are falling?
What would it look like if you added a fly?
Activity 5: If you would like some examples of darker mood compositions do some
research into the Vanitas of the Dutch Still Life paintings.

